 SvePLYING This METROPOLIS 
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Diſtant gea - Ports and Rivers by LAND CAA RIAGE, 
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to ten Hundred Weight of Fiſh each; contrived to admit a free Current 
of Ait, and at the ſame time to ſecure ſuch Fiſh from the Sun, Rain, 
Ac. as likewiſe from Injury by Jolting or Shaking. Theſe Carriages to be 
cheap, ſimple in their Conſtruction, and eaſy of Draught for a Pair of Horſes 

with the above Weight; and intended to be employed pn the Roads to the 
Sea Coaſts of this Kingdom, from the South Foreland to Piymouth, and from 
_ Harwich to.-Whitby, for. bringing Fiſh to the Cities whe and Weſtminſter ;, 

1 


| and may in like manner be -ufed for ſupplying: with 
Parts of the Kingdom? | e ; 


Theſe Carriages. are intended to travel with hired: Hoſt. Horſes, at the 
moderate Rate of 6 Miles per Hour at an Average, ing freſh Horſes at 


each Stage of.12 Miles (a little more or I which, , is preſumed, my 


T is propoſed, to provide ſundry Machines capable of carrying from eight 
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r 
tbe procured eier uch, or without Carriages, in the ſame Manner, and ut 
the ſame Prices ({m 6 d. to. 1 5. per Mile) as Poſt- Chaiſes or Horſes uſually 
Carriage may be brought forward the Diſtance of: 5 ar 
e of 10 to 12 Hours of Time: And the ſame Horſes, 


Landen: And by theſe Means a regular Succeſſion of Carriages, with Half a 


Ton of Fiſh ea Hour : . 
by Dogs many Parts of the Coaſt, whenceiit is impracticable to bring 


Fiſh, by Wa r· Carriage. 
And this Propoſil may be completely executed, and the Fiſh brought to 


London (even tho ping the bigheſt Rate of one Shilling per Mile for Horſes 
and Carriage, withjother Ex pences, excluſive of Turnpikes) the Diſtance 
df 72 Miles (in 12 Hours) for ſomewhat leſs than one Penny per 15. 


As will appear the following Account: 


A 


The Diſtance of h Miles, at 15. per Mile — — L. 312 & 


wahr Turnpikes, which cannot be aſcertained) L. 4 5 © 


; | | 1 8 4 — — 

ours, computed in the ſame Manner, „ 2 
amounts to ay — — — — — 4 , 12 ; 27 
1 Whieh ig leſs than 2 d. per Pound. = | 
+216 Miles in 36Hburs, at alike Computation, amounts to F. 12 415 0 


Or! Fewhat leſs than 3d. per Pound. EN 


5 
. a 


ny ry to Navigation, it is not propoſed to ſend any of theſe 

fer Place between London-Bridge and the South Foreland 
| ne Coaſt br between :Zondon-Bridge and Harwich on the other; 
to inlet rs, to-procure ſuch Fiſh as they may furniſh. 
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4derable Quantity ot Fiſh" may be brought i the: 
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By theſe 


Filiſtant Sea-Ports, at the ſame time that thoſe which are, 
monly brought by Water -Catriage. Will be Teft to their 
e Plenty of Fiſh, which may hereby appear at our Mar- 
Rate, will occaſion a larger. Demand, and. an increaſed _ 
2 8 , Con- 
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"TRE. 
DConſumption conſequent thereto, ſo as to prove not on f Advantage to 
the Vender, as a Particular (by the Eng oy ts talen off his Hands, 
tho? ſold at a leſs Price.than at preſent) but likewiſe to the Public, as a 
Body, by putting it in the Power of many Thouſands of Perſons to reap the 
benefit of this agreeable Diet, which, on account of its preſent Price, is 
beyond the Purchaſe not only of the Poor, but even of the middling Part of 
the Inhabitants of theſe Cities. And. furthermore, all poſſible Care will be 
taken that no Fiſh ſhall-be loſt, or deſtroyed, by keepinghp the firſt Price, 
as ſuch Fiſh, which may chance. to remain after the firſt Nys Market, will 


be expoſed to Sale in proper Places, for the Benefit of th or, at reduced 
Prices, while it is in fit and wholeſome Condition, Fg 
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Ia order the more effectually, and with the greater Cetalnty, to anſwer 
the beneficial Purpoſes deſigned by this Plan, it is propiſed to appoint a 
Servant or Agent to reſide at ſuch diſtant Sea-Port, or hart of the Coaſt, 
where Fiſh is to be procured in Plenty; in order to purchaethe ſame, ſee it 
packed up, and. diſpatched in a, proper Manner by the Cariages. 


It islikewiſe propoſed, that ſome one Place, ſituate in, tear, or between, 
the-two Cities of London and Heſtminſter, be _—_— for ile general Recep- 
tion of the Carriages, with their Lading of Fiſh (which wil naturally conſiſt 
of different Sorts, according to the different Coaſts from whence they are 
brought) that the ſame may be there aſſorted, -in order toforward a proper 
Proportion of each Kind to. the different Markets or Plact where they may 
be: expoſed to public Sale. 15 45 


The Stables, warehouſes, and yards, late a part of the Hercules Inn, 
(now called The Ahlum, or Houſe of Refuge for Orphan Gtls) ſituate on the 
. Surrey Side, between don and Weſt mn er DBiidg, $, tying UtoL end 
proper for the Uſe, together with the Conſideration” of the very low State 
of that moſt laudable and humane Charity, which would by this means be 
relieved. by a Rent of 50 J. per Annum, the ſame are now taken, and fitting 
up for the aforeſaid Purpoſe, on a Preſumption that the Fiſh fo aſſorted as 
. above-mentioned, may be ſent, in proper Proportions, ffom thence to the 
ſundry Markets or Places of Sale within the City and Libeties of Veſtminſter, 
there to be ſold by Retail, at as moderate a Price as the Purchaſe at the 
Sea-Coaſt, Expence of Conveyance, Sc. will admit of; attended likewiſe 
with ſuch reaſonable Profits as may induce others to undertake the ſame, and 
thus-render this Plan more generally extenſive, to the great -benefit of the 
Public, and a proper Advantage to Particulars. ; | 


The Benefits ariſing from this Plan may be. likewiſe leaded to the City 

of London; provided that it ſhould be found not to interfere with the Rights 
and Privileges of the ſaid City, or of the Company of Fiſnongers thereunto + 
belonging; or that the ſaid City and Company ſhall think proper to admit 
or encourage the Introduction thereof. Moreover, as it is very * 
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chat confiderable® wantities of Fiſh may be brought to this 'Capital by the 
aforeſaid Meant, will occaſion a greater Plenty in the principal Markets 
for Fiſh, hamel) 8Yllingſgate and Weſtminſter, at either of which, by the 
Laws now in be any Perſon is undoubtedly at Liberty to buy or ſell the 
lame, At the Ker of theſe (which, in Summer-time, opens at Three, 
and in the Wing Rafon Five o'Clock in the Morning) a conſiderable Part 
of the Fiſh brou s thither is early bought up, and carried off to ſupply the 
many Villages Places round about Londen, and the remainder is fre- 
quently inſufficit W ſupply the Inhabitants who dwell within the ſaid City 
and Liberties, à thoſe of Meſbminſter, and the adjacent Parts of the Town 
and even what 1 left, is greatly enhanced in its Price, on account of 


Scarcity, and the\ jannels it paſſes through before it comes to the Con- 


ſumer ; and it is 0 U known to be, in a manner, impracticable for any Fa- 


mily to be Pureh 
Scarcity of Fiſh M wile | 
of Supply by Wahr -Carriage, which is ſubject to the various Impediments 
of Tides, Winds and Weather; inſomuch that often, for many Days toge · 
ther, there is but very inconſiderable Quantity of Fiſh arrives, as may be 
clearly proved F jaſpecting the Entry- Books at the Coaſting-Office: 
Whereas, by theptopoſed Plan of Land-Carriage, the before · mentioned 
Market (and mot particularly others) may be aided by a Supply at almoſt 
all Hours of the pF = | 


It may likewi tbe obſerved, that many Perſons are deterred from ing 
to Market for Fi on account of being frequently aſked double the Price 
of what may afteyards be taken. This Manner of Haggling has proved a 


Hindrance to mi both as Purchaſers and Sellers; but, by this Plan, it 
is intended, tha 


ers thereof at the ſaid Market at the firſt Hand. This 


2 a p ſeveral Diviſions, according to rent Kinds 
and Qualities of n; where each Sort will be fold at a ſtated moderate 
Price (for ready WMvney) either by Weight or Tale; and Papers of the 


Price of ſuch Fiſſgecording to their different Kinds, daily affixed over each 
Stall or Diviſion d that the Conſumer will be enabled to purchaſe at a 
'Certainty, -witho being ſubject to Exaction, or being aſked a higher 
Price, by the Sell} than what will be taken: And as theſe Stalls will not 
be opened till Ni in the Morning, the Buyer will have the Opportunity 
of chuling and archaſing ſuch Fiſh as he ſhall like beſt, without further 
Trouble; but ne | 
chaſer's Houſes, Wt thoſe, uſually employed in ſuch Service about the Mar- 
kets, may have th&@pportunity of getting their Livelyhood-thereby. 
| EM . | p — 
1 WProceſs of 2 and en, at the Concluſion of 
ann he War, when FF iſheries may be greatly increaled by the Number. of 
Tands that will ptome hola od being debarged f . 
Navy; cogſiderahe Quantities of Fiſh will . be taken, more than 


What chere may Je a Demand for at the Retail 
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en happens likewiſe from the Uncertainty of the Method 
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me Stalls for the Sale of the F e 
the di 


derſon will be kept to carry Fiſh home to the Pur- 


rom the 


; x .« Dema arkets; It is therefore 
,propoted (with the Aid of the Legillarure) to ere& a Building for a 
| Place 


0 2 
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Place of Lod gement of ſuch Fiſh, as may, in conſequence of this Plan, 
be brought by Land-Carriage, on a Plot of Ground about 60 Feet in 
Length, and 19 or 20 in Width, belonging to the Government, and at 
preſent, and for many ears paſt, unoccupied, ' firuate between Nyminſter- 
Bridge and the Fiſh-Market adjoining thereunto ; which appears capable of 
being made à Place proper for the Purpoſe of preſerving Fiſh ; and from 
whence the ſame may be ſent, not only to the ſeveral Markets in the Liber- 
ties of Weſtminſter, but alſo into the neighbouring Fiſh-Markets, and there 
ſold, to the Benefit of Dealers, as well as private Purchaſers. This Build- 
ing, with proper Conveniences thereunto belonging, will, by a Computa- 
tion, coſt between 4 and 500 /. and for the afpreſaid Piece of Ground, and 
the Building to be erected thereupon (at the public Expence) ; it is propo- 
ſed, that an annual Rent be given, ſuitable to the Expence, according to 
the uſual Cuſtom in ſuch Caſes. | 


To obviate any Objection that may ariſe, on a Suppoſition that the Inha- 
bitants of the Towns or Villages lying near the Sea-Coaſt will fall ſhort of 
the cuſtomary Quantity of Fiſh with which they were uſually ſupplied from 
thence, or the Prices enhanced, by the great Demand for the London Mar- 

| ket, it is thought proper to remark, that the very reverſe, in all Likely- 
hood, will be the Caſe ; as, on account of the Encouragement hereby given 

to the induſtrious Fiſhermen, the Number of that uſeful Set of People will 
multiply, or they will follow their Occupation with encreaſed Diligence, and 
the additional Quantity of Fifh that will in conſequence be caught, will 
furniſh a Supply more than ſufficient for any Demands that may ariſe : So 
that the Families reſiding on and about the Sea-Coaſts will be ſerved, not only 
in the ſame Manner ag uſual, but even in greater Plenty, and as cheap. 


It is likewiſe neceſſary to obſerve, that no Carriages are intended to be ſent 
td any Place but where Fiſh is plenty, and the Price as reaſonable as can be 
deſired, conſidering the Labours and Hardſhips the poor Fiſhermen muſt 
| neceſſarily undergo in the Purſuit of their Occupation, and to maintain them- 
ſelves and Families: And as no Meaſures whatever will be propoſed to reduce 
the cuſtomary Prices of Fiſh on the Sea-Coaſts, according to the different 
Circumſtances of Times, Seaſons, Cc. it is therefore to be hoped, that the 
Fiſhermen will fo far underſtand their own Intereſts, as to make no Exactions 


on their Parts. 


And furthermore, 8 is ſo far from being made with any View 
to Monopoly, Or mercenary Purpoſes, that one of the principal Motives for 
ee this Plan, is to ſet the Utility and Advantage thereof in a clear 

ight, in Hopes that it may prove an Inducement to others to purſue the 
ſame Meaſures, and to concur in rendering ſo uſeful a Deſign more generally 


extenſive, | 


This Plan, however beneficial to the Public it may appear in reſpect to 
the Article of Fiſh, is ſtill of greater Extent as a national Object; as it may 


prove a Nurſery for training up, and the — of furniſhing — 
i | | | or, 


11 


for, Seafuring Perſonis3 as will more par'icolarly 3 
2 for encouraing, &c.” hereunto — r N 


But altho, after mature Deliberation, this Plan has been approved of, 
and ſupported by, the public-ſpirited Contribution of a very reſpectable and 
diſintereſted Society; yet, nevertheleſs, it is humbly conceived, that there 
is a Neceſlity far the Aid and Encouragement of the Legiſlature, for carry- 
ing it more effettually and properly into Execution, 
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FOR 


Encouraging the bringing FISH from diſtant Sea-Coaſts 
and Rivers, to the METRO OL ITS, and Interior Parts of 
this Kingdom, by LAN D-CARRLIAOE, 
T: is well known, that the Seas encompaſſin theſe Kingdoms abound 


with immenſe Quantities of excellent Fiſh of various Kinds, infomuch 
that our Neighbours the French and Dutch, notoriouſly reap very con- 
fiderable Advantages from what they catch upon our Coaſts ; not only by 
the Profits ariſing from the Sale thereof, but the great Encouragement and 
furtherance of their Manufactures, by enabling thoſe employed therein to 
live cheaper, and conſequently to furniſh Goods for foreign Markets at a 
lower Rate than we can do; beſides employing, and training up, a nume- 
rous and uſeful Succeſſion of ſeafaring Men. 12 


The French, in particular, reap a ſingular Advantage by ſupplying their 

Capital, and other interior Parts of their Kingdom, with Fiſh by Land- 
Carriage (great Part of which they catch upon the Britih Coaſt) [A], beſides 

| | 115 {Fe furniſhing 


D 1 _ — „ "7 ** * 


—KAlln tim of Feace there are from 3 to 400 Sail of French Fiſhing Veſſels employed be- 
tween Scilly and the South Foreland, which are from 25 to 40 Tens Burthen, and upwards, 
1 each from 15 to 20 Men, or more. The Medium of the above Number of Veſſels, 
and Tonnage, gives 11,275 Tons; and, in like manner, the Number of French Fiſhermen, 
or ſea-farin Perſons employed therein, will be found to amount to 6, 300, and this is ſaid to 
be a Calculation reatly within Bounds. Theſe Veſſels in Summer-time, and in fair Wea- 
ther, when the Fiſh are accuſtomed to rendezvous in ſhallow Waters, firſt artfully ſweep 
our Coaſts (to the great Prejudice of our Fiſhermen) with Trammel, and Driving-Flew 
double-bag Nets, of conſiderable Length and Depth, as Occaſion requires, (the Uſe whereof 

| is prohibited to our Subjects by 1 Geo, I. Cap. 18, Sect. 4) which theſe Boats, on account 

1 of their Magnitude, and the Number of their Hands, are able to — with Eaſe; and 

[ having thus taken and diſturbed the Fiſh in Shore, they draw of into the deeper Waters, 

and purſue the ſame Methods, either by ä floating their Nets, as they 
ſee beſt ; often caſting them in 15, 20, or 30 Fathom Waterz and by theſe Means get 
not only a much ume (Quantity, but alſo the fineſt and largeſt ſized Fiſh, which they 

| carry freſh to the Coaſts of Brittany, Normandy, and Picard) and from Ar and the 

| Places adjacent, ſupply Paris by Land-Carriage, and the other interior Parts of the King 
dom from the before-mentioned Conſts in the like manner. Some Species of Fiſh, namely, 
Hake, Cod, and Haddocky, they ſalt on board their Veſſels 4 And others, ſuch as Skajr, 

: Thornback, Maids, &c. they dry, The Heads, and Offal of theſe, which they fing 

| over-board, allure and keep the Fiſh in the deeper Waters; whither our Boats, by 

reaſon of their ſmallneſs, cannot follow them or, Indeed, from the few Hands they 
carry, would be unable to manage ſuch large Nets : And here it may be obſerved, that 
our Fiſhermen, in great meaſure trom the Inſufficiency of their own Capital, and the not 
having Perſons of Subſtance to be concerned in Shares with them, as is the caſe in France, 
| | | alg 


„ the manner of our | n 


[8] 


furniſhing the Inhabitants in and about their Sea-Shores : Benefits which this 
Nation may enjoy in a much ſuperior Degree to any of its Neighbours, if 
the requiſite Methods are duly attended to, and properly encouraged ; - 
whereas at preſent, pur Fiſhermen who live on ſeveral Parts of the Sea- 
Coaſts of this Kingdqm, not having a Vent on their own Shores for a greater 
Quantity of Fiſh t what ſupplies the neighbouring Country, and their 
great Diſtance from the Metropolis, together with the large Circuit they 
muſt neceſſarily take by Water to bring their Fiſh round to the London Mar- 
ket, prevents them from employing large Boats, or a greater Number of 
them, and alſo from tatching more Fiſh than will anſwer the aforeſaid Pur- 
poſe : Beſides, the Uncertainty of Winds and Weather renders the Paſſage by 
Water to London from many Parts (eſpecially from the Weſtern Ports round 
the South and North Forelands) in a manner impracticable; or takes up fo 
much Time in the Conveyance, that the Fiſh will be in a putrid State before 
it can arrive, This id more particularly the Caſe in many Parts, whoſe Diſ. 
tance from London by Water is more than double of that by Land z which 
Diſtance is ſtill very conſiderably encreaſed, if they meet with contrary 
Winds, by the Trayerſes which Veſſels muſt then neceſſarily make. I his 
may be clearly exemplified by inſpecting a Draught of the Britiſh Channel, 
and a Map of the inland Roads; where it will be found, that from the Port 
of Haſtings (for Inſtance) to London by Land, the Diſtance is but 65 Miles, 
and by Water, round the South and North Forelands (even ſuppoling the 
Winds to veer favoutable in every Circumſtance, according to the Circuit 
which Veſſels are oblged to make, tho' purſuing their direct Courſe) the 
Diſtance is more tha double; and in caſe of Impediments from contrary 
Winds, it may be encreaſed ten fold, and 3 ſo much Time taken 
up in the Paſſage, as to occaſion the Fiſh to be ſpoiled before it can have 
got half-way to Market ; and therefore, very little is brought from the Weſt» 
ern Ports to London: Whereas, by the Machines mentioned in the foregoing 
Plan, great hs roy of Fiſh, landed freſh out of the Sea, may be brought 
to Londonz and the Price at which it may be procured, will, it is conceived, 
enable the Purchaſers to defray the Expence attending the conveying it 
thither, and alſo to ſell it there at a much, cheaper Rate (with proper 


Profits) than is at pteſent done, | 


In like manner all the Sea. ore and Coaſts from the Sertb-Forelafd to 
Southampton, may be uſed for that Purpole, their ſeveral Diſtances from the 


— 2 


are not able of themſelvey to build ſuch "wy Veſſels, or provide ſuch Nets as are proper 
for 8 in Practice the like Methods. Add to this, the preſent want of Purchaſers on 
the Sea-Coaſts, even for What they now catch, and much more for the additional Quan- 
tity of Fiſh they might a. "The large French Vellels above-mentioned, by means of Half. 
Decks, joined together byGangways and Ledyes, &c. over which they occaſionally ſpread 
Tarpaulins that anſwer t\g,Purpole of a full-decked Vellel, and þy.{yiking their Maſts 
en going through Bridge, 980. 00 

n Mid- Channel, when Ships are m— up with their Topfails reefed z whereas our 

Fiſhing Boats, from their Smullneſs, and being intirely open, are forced to run into Port 


whenever it comes to blew, And moreover, theſe French Veſtels, which are ſuld to tail 
well, are not only fitted with Conveniences for accommodating the Hands they em loy 
In Fiſhing, but are capable-to tranſport from Bo to tog Men each for a ſhort Run; and are 
occaſionally uſed, in their coaſting Trade, to convey Goods and Stores from Port to Port. 

PEE Metro. 
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Metropolis by Land being included within 60 and 80 Miles, and conſe- 
quently the Conveyance of Fiſh from thence may be performed in 10 to 
13 Hours, a little more or leſs, allowing the Rate of travelling to be from 
6 toy Miles per Hour. N ; 


This Method may likewiſe be further extended to all the Ports and 
Coaſts between the South" Foreland and Plymouth; from which latter (though a 
Diſtance of 215 Miles) Fiſh may, by the above Rate of travelling, be con- 

veyed to the London Markets within the Space of 31 to 36 Hours at moſt; 
and in leſſer Time, in Proportion to the ſhorter Difances of intermediate 
Ports: And the great Plenty, and Cheapneſs of the Fiſh at the more dil- 
tant Parts, will, it is apprehended, anſwer the extraordinary Expence of 
Carriage therefrom; and the Time taken up in Conveyance is ſuch as will 
admit of its being offered to Sale in leſs than 48 Hours atter its being caught, 
at the furtheſt Diſtance propoſed, including twelve Hours for fiſhing ; and 
it is well known, that the greateſt Part of what is now ſold at the London 
Markets, except what is caught above Graveſend, is commonly ſecond Day's 
| Fiſh at the Time of Sale; and ſuch alſo as is brought alive in Well-Smacks 
to the aforeſaid Place, or to the Neye, often loſes a Tide in bringing from 
thence by Boats, and conſequently the firſt Day's Market. 


The Northern Ports, Coaſts, and the Roads thereto, will, in a ſimilar man- 
ner, ſupply the Markets with ſuch Fiſh as are not to be found in Perfection 
in the Eng/z/b Channel, particularly Cod. The Port of Inn may be made Ule 
of to great Advantage, lying convenient for the Smacks to put in as they 


«ome off the Northern Fiſhing Grounds 1. or, if there were Well-Boats be- 
t e Smacks now an to , cena, they 


Jon ing, and reſorting thereunto, as 
would fave at leaſt one-half of their Time each Voyage, and contequently the 
ſame Proportion of Expence z or they might, in all Probability, make two or 
three Vo ages from the Fiſhing Grounds to Lyn, inſtead of one to Grave/end 1 
and the Fiſh ſo brought freſh out of the Sea, and landed from Veſſels arriving 
in continual Rotation, might be conveyed from thence by Land-Carriage to 
London in about 16 Hours, as it is a Diſtance of g8' Miles only [B], — 
* 8 oubtedly 


«tc. 


(BI The Cod which is brought alive in Well-Smacks to the Nore, or Grave/end, le 
caught with Look and Line by a ſingle Hand, who attentively watches the Inſtant of the 
Bite, in order ta catch the Fiſh by the Mouth before it can ſwallow the Hook : But there 
| 48 likewiſe a Method r by ſmall coaſting Fiſhing Boats, of laying down at Nack 

Water a Trot-Line of a conſiderable Length, with a Number of Snoods and Hooks fixed 
thereto, which is left till the next lack Tide, when it is taken up; but the Fiſh ſo 
\caught, having generally ſwallowed the Hook, cannot be preſerved alive to be conveyed to 
London in Well-Boats, or in any manner by Water-Carriage, Ibis F iſh, as well as ſome 
other kinds, is thus caught by ſmall open Boats, with only two, or three Hands at moſt, 
and at no very great Diſtance from the Shore z conſequently is landed freſh, and in good 
.order for Conveyance by Land- Carriage to the Metropolis z which might, by this Means, 
receive a farther Addition to the ande of Fiſh it is now ſupplied with, and Employ- 
ment be found for a much greater Number of Fiſhermen than at preſent 1 And this miphe 


tbe further improved, If theſe open Boats were ſomewhat larger, ſo as to admit of having 


(mall Wells, and purſuing the ſame Method of catching the Fiſ1 by hand as the Well- 
Smacks. The Ports of Yarmouth and Cromer, with the Coaſt lying between them, might 
not only prove ſerviceable for the aforeſaid 3 but likewiſe might be made uſe of as 


Places 


. wy — n 


[ 20 ] 
doubtedly in better Order than thoſe now brought to Graveſend, which are 
frequently kept (in brackiſh Water) many Days on board the Well. Boats 
after their Arrival, over and above the Time taken up, in Proportion to the 
Difference of Diſtance that there is from the Fiſhing Grounds to Lynn and 
Graveſend; and though the Fiſh are alive in their own Element of Water, yet 
being kept a long Time on board, and in want of proper Food (without 
which a F iſh can no more continue in Perfection than a Man can live upon 
mere Air without waſting) they muſt greatly diminiſh in Weight as well as 
Goodneſs and Wholeſomeneſs of Fleſh, With reſpe& to the Catchers of 
Fiſh, it is apprehended that in Time they will find their Account in con- 
curring with theſe Methods, which will multiply the Number of their Voy- 
ages to and from the Fiſhing Grounds, reduce their Expences, and likewile 
afford them more Time for catching an additional Quantity of Fiſh, which 
may be taken off their Hands, and paid for with ready Money at the Ports 
or Coaſts neareſt to the Place where the Fiſh are generally caught; and 
both themſelves, and thoſe who purchaſe and convey it to Market, though 
ſelling at a leſs Price than at preſent, will be equally benefited by the greater 
Contumption, and the encreaſed Demand occaſioned thereby, And here 
it is worthy of Obſervation, that the great Quantity or Plenty of any Article 
imported, or otherwiſe brought to Market, 1s the ſureſt and moſt effectual 
Means of preventing or putting a Stop to all Monopoly or Ingrofſingy as 


i this Caſe it is no longer worth the while of thoſe concerned in ſuch Prac- 


tices, either to monopalize or ingroſo. A ſtriking Inſtance of this, and 
very applicable to the preſent Purpoſe, we have in the articles of Mackrell, 
Herring, and Sprats, Which, at their full Seaſon, are cryed through all the 


Streets of London by the loweſt Retailers. which is never known to be the 
Cate with any other We of l „at leaſt to any degree of Notice, 


Upon the Whole then, it is preſumed, that this Plan will prove in its 
Conſequences, as well of particular as of general Utility ; more eſpecially if 
it be conſidered, that the ſame Methods may be practiſed to ſupply all the 
interior Parts of the Kingdom with Plenty of Fiſh, as well as the Metropolis; 
and be a Means, at the ſame time, of conſiderably multiplying the Number 
of our Fiſhing Veſſels, and providing for, and rearing up, an additional 
Body of ſeafaring Perſons, continually encreaſing in Proportion to the En- 
couragement and Piotection they ſhall meet with, and who may prove of 
ſingular Advantage to their Country in any Time of very extraordinary 
Emergency, or imminent Danger ſrom an Enemy attacking our Coaſts [C]. 

1 : | This 


— 
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Places for landing Fiſh from Boats, as well as from the Well. Smacks, when comin off the 
diſtant Fiſhing-Grounds, particularly in caſe of contrary winds: And the Port of Harwich 


may alſo be uſed in like manner to great Advantage, which will obviate the Evil that 


— happens from their lying many Days wind-bound with their Cargo of live Fiſh on 
oard, 


The Importance.of encouraging our home Fiſheries, and thoſe employed therein, 


will evidently appear from the tollowing Conſiderations; namely, "That ſuch Veſſels, on 


an Average, and at a moderate Computation, maintain at leaſt 20 to 2 5 Perſons for every 
100 Tons (whereas our foreign e employs but from 7 to 8); conſequently, if 
increaſed by Encouragemeat, may add a conſiderable Branch to our Marine in general : 


For 
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This Plan might alſo be greatly improved in the Britiſh Channel, if Well - 
Boats were uſed to convey various Kinds of Fiſh ALIVE, ſuch as Turbot, 
Lobſters, Soales, &c. (frequently caught in Plenty on the Coaſts of Devon- 
Hire, Cornwall, and at the Iſlands of Scilly) to Lymg Poole, and .Hamble, or 

any other Place at a proper Diſtance for ſhortening be Land-Carriage, which 
would prevent the Loſs, of Time, and Expence attending the great Circuit 
that Veſſels muſt otherwiſe take to bring the ſame to London by Water. Lob- 
ſters from Scotland, and likewiſe Turbots (when ou: Fiſhermen ſhall apply to 
to the catching them, in conſequence of the Prem/utn of C. 300 offered by 
the Society of Arts, Cc.) may, together with other Kinds of Fiſh, be landed 
either at Zynn, Cromer, Yarmouth, or Hartwich; ind thereby the Evil be 
removed of fetching Lobſters from the Nerwegian, and Turbots from the 
. Dutch, of whom we allo purchaſe conſiderable Quantities of Eels; though 
it is ſaid, that our Waters in the Je of Ely (as well as many other Places) 

roduce that Kind of Fiſh in as great Plenty ai the Dykes in Holland : 
If fo, theſe being conveyed to a Place properly incloſed, and where there 
is a ſharp Water, would ſoon cleanſe themſelvey from any diſagreeable 
muddy Quality, and prove as good ads thoſe of the Duteb, who are fald | 
to practile thele Methods. By this Means, the immenſe, Sums pald to 


bad 


For the Child who accompanies his Father in a Fiſhing Boat, almoſt as ſoon as he le able 
to crawl into it, becomes by Uſe ſo habituated to the Water, that it appears in ſome 
meaſure his natural Element; and from hence, as he grows up, and from his Inter» 
courſe with Shipping, that occaſionally put into the Port where he lives, he frequently con- 
tracts an Inclination to launch out into the Ocean on a foreign Voyage, Now, as this is 


nit eee ee, Ae eee 
the ny, ee poſts 2 — Th "Pj an nrobable has, from the additional 


Encouragement they will meet w an, more tiPecia aided by the Piu- 
tection of Superiors, our Sea-Coaſts may be rendered more populous, and become fruit» 
ful Nurſeries for good Seamen, This may be fully evinced by the following Abſtract of 
an annual Account of the Fiſhing Veſſels, their Tonnage, and Number of Men, belong- 
ing to each reſpective Port in South Britain ONLY, during the late Peace, which is believed 
to bo authentic; and will ſhew, that from the Year 1751 to 1755, both incluſive, there 
was a gradual Increaſe, as well of Veſſels and TE as of Men employed therein, 'till 
in the latter of thoſe Years it amounted to above one Half more, in each of the Articles, 


to what it was in the firlt Vear. 


8 Numb. of Veſſels. Tonk: - Men. 
1531 — — — J020 — — — %%% — 2350 
J9CA | wn ee, = 2. "3353 — 
a io YT OS 
1754 — — — 1224 — — — 19617 — — — 5891 
1755 — — — 1583 — — — 22228 — — — 6538 


N. B. If North Britain and Ireland together, may be ſuppoſed to employ a Number of 
Fiſhermen equal to one Half of thoſe which appear for Suti Britain in 1755, the total 
Amount. will be near 10,000 ; a very conſiderable A en of (eafaring 
ported by the home Fiſhery, capable of being {till greatly augmented by ſuitable Encou- 
ragement and Protection, and of furniſhing 1 for many of thoſe who may be 
diſcharged from the Navy at the Concluſion of the War; among whom may be reckoned 
thoſe ſent into that Service by the Marine Society, the Number whercof at Chri/tmus lalt 
amounted to 9963, of which 4511 were Boys, who may, upon ſuch Diſcharge, find it 
difficult to get Employment in Ships in the Merchant-Service when able Seamen will be 
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